
Small Group Opportunity During Lent 
 

     Lent is a time for reflection and introspection as we move to-

ward the great celebration of Easter. During Lent, members of our 

congregation will gather in small groups to study and share with 

one another using the book Learning to Walk in the Dark, by Bar-

bara Brown Taylor, as our guide. A reviewer for Spirituality and 

Health magazine noted: “The author challenges our negative asso-

ciations with darkness and our attraction to light in this thought 

provoking book. What she finds are the possibilities of emotional 

healing, a deeper appreciation of silence, living in the now, and 

peace where there once was fear.” 

     This book will help us to deepen our understanding of our spir-

itual lives and relationship with God through the Holy Spirit as we 

live into our theme of Leeward, Following the Spirit for 2016. 

With its themes of light and darkness, the Group Life and Big Tent 

ministries teams hope that it will lead to discussion around issues 

of language and inclusivity as well. 

     Won’t you join with a group of fellow travelers to explore this 

book? You can sign up between services on February 7 or contact 

Pastor Dianne at the church or at dianne.covault@gmail.com to 

find a group time and day that will fit with your schedule. 
Worship Schedule 

 
 

FEBRUARY 7 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall 

and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Theme:  Transfiguration  Sermon 

title: Mountaintop Faith.  (Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 9:28-36).     

Catalyst topic:  A Game of Thrones, 6:30 p.m., Great Hall.  

 

FEBRUARY 10—Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday services at noon in Myers Chapel and 7:00 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary.  Imposition of ashes at both services. 
 

FEBRUARY 14—First Sunday in Lent 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall 

and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Theme:  Temptation to seek power.  

Sermon title:  Don’t Give the Devil His Due:  Temptation to Seek 

Power (Luke 4:1-13).     

Catalyst topic:  Father, Son, Spirit,  6:30 p.m., Great Hall. 
   

FEBRUARY 21—Second Sunday in Lent 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall 

and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Theme:  Temptation to Unlove.  Ser-

mon title: How Can I Love? (Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35).     

Catalyst topic:  A New Temple, 6:30 p.m., Great Hall. 
 

FEBRUARY 28—Third Sunday in Lent 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the Great Hall 

and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Theme:  Temptation to Cult of Self.  

Sermon title: Why Not Us?  (1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9).   

Catalyst topic:  Sealed with a Guarantee 6:30 p.m., Great Hall. 
 

 

Q: In 1900, James Weldon Johnson and 

        his brother wrote  the song  “Lift 

        Ev’ry Voice and Sing” on what  

        occasion? 

Q: What was the first state to  

        abolish slavery in 1780? 

Q: What historic woman’s real    

       name was Isabella Baumfree? 

     A quiz of “Little Known Black History Facts” is available 

on a special Black History section of our website 

(www.chsaviour.org/services-view/black_history) Or pick up a 

hard copy at the information desk in the church lobby. (Contact 

the church office if you would like to have a hard copy mailed 

to your home.)  If you take the online version, you can see how 

well you did after you submit your answers.  For everyone else, 

answers will be revealed next month. 

Sticky Faith Parent Discussion Continues 
 

     Join us for the final two sessions held on Feb 18, and Mar 4, at 

6:00-8:30 p.m.   Each stand-alone session will include a family 

pizza dinner, a video, and plenty of time for group discussion.  

Kids will have their own supervised activities. 
     This study is part of the new focus at Church of the Saviour to 

get everyone involved in a small group for spiritual growth. We’ll 

select a new topic for study after we finish Sticky Faith. And good 

news—one of the best things you can do for your kids’ faith is to 

keep yours strong in a small group!  

Church Directory Submissions 
 

If your photo is not included in the photo 2013 COTS pictorial 

directory, please send a picture (electronic or hard copy) to the 

church office.  This will enable us to widen our hospitality in 

the church family. Send digital images to office@chsaviour.org.  

Thank you!   

On Sunday, February 7 before and after each worship service, 

we will be collecting non-perishable goods and dollar bills to 

help tackle hunger.  All proceeds will go to the Cory Hunger 

Center in the Glenville neighborhood and Heights Emergency 

Food Center in Cleveland Heights.   

Help us tackle hunger with the 

Souper Bowl of Caring!  Join 

the COTS softball teams and 

COTS youth in supporting 

those facing hunger in our com-

munity.   

http://www.chsaviour.org/services-view/black_history
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Notes from Ghost Ranch 
 

     I still remember the faith-hungry teenagers I met four years ago at Ghost Ranch, the magical 22,000-acre Presbyterian retreat center 

near Abiquiu, N.M., where Georgia O’Keeffe painted and where I was then a volunteer. 

     That February, 15 teen-agers from an Episcopal school spent a week at Ghost Ranch. Despite its name, the school no longer teaches 

religion because the parents forbid it. “Most of these kids have never heard of Ash Wednesday,” a faculty member told me. “How do 

you explain it to kids who don’t know who Jesus was?” 

     One afternoon, I drove the students to the Monastery of Christ in the Desert, a Benedictine nirvana tucked into cliffs 17 miles away. 

It observes 24-hour silence. As we entered its hushed chapel, the teens’ eyes climbed up its soaring glass walls. They watched the hood-

ed monks enter, chant psalms and recite prayers, and file out. 

     When it was over, nobody moved. The students sat as still as if they’d been hypnotized. Minutes ticked by. At last, a few teens got 

up and studied the sacred icons on the walls. Others lit candles. When at last they wandered out to the prayer garden, they were silent 

there, too. All I could hear was the wind. 

     Finally, in the gift shop, they began to talk. They thumbed through prayer books and stroked the rosaries. One girl bought her very 

first Bible and asked a monk to sign it. 

     As we walked back to our van, that girl took me aside. “I wish I could go to church,” she whispered. She wasn’t supposed to talk, 

but words flooded out of her. When she was a toddler, she said, her parents severed their ties to their church. Now 15, she hungered for 

a spiritual life, but her parents refused to discuss it. “What should I do?” she asked 

     “In a few years, you’ll be on your own,” I said. “Search for a church that speaks to you. It’s out there. Keep looking until you find 

it.” 

     She wasn’t the only spiritual orphan among those intelligent teenagers. Their yearning eyes confirmed it. They sense a spiritual 

world. They can’t see it, but they can sniff it and feel it. I felt sad for them. Their souls hang open hungrily, like beaks of little birds, but 

their parents won’t feed them.   -Mary Jane Skala 
 

Mary Jane Skala, now the volunteer coordinator at Ghost Ranch, grew up at Church of the Saviour. She is the daughter of Dorothy 

Day and the sister of organist Bob Day. 

“Hearts for Haiti” Cookie Sale 

     Hello. I am Derek Yost, and I’m doing my Valentine’s Day 

Cookie sale for the 6th year in a row. As before, all sales will sup-

port the Methodist School in Dondon, Haiti.  For the last few years, 

together we have raised over $2,000.  That is my goal for 2016. 

     We will take cookie orders at church between all services on 

Sunday February 7, and we will deliver the cookies and sell some 

more at our table on Valentine’s Day, February 14.  

     If you have any questions, you can email my mom, Tina, 

(tinadyost@gmail.com) or call us at home (216-991-0779). 

Please support students in Dondon!        - Derek Yost 

UMW Hosts Kevin Schaner 
 

     United Methodist Women invite everyone to come to the 

parlor on Tuesday, February 9, at 10 a.m., to hear Kevin Schan-

er speak about her Ubuntu trip to Lithuania. She will tell stories 

of faith, history and culture and how stories of the past link to 

the future. Ms. Schaner will also explain the importance of Ub-

untu trips which show faith, hope and love in action. Devotions 

and lunch will follow the program. Cost of the lunch is $5 and 

reservations are due by Sunday, February 7. 

     For me, at the core of Church of the 

Saviour’s historic beauty is our multi-

ethnic, multi-cultural character. God has 

presented us with a rare and precious 

gift: a community of faith that re-

presents the wonderful diversity of God’s 

Creation along with an open-ended  op-

portunity to grow and deepen, and to 

include others.  

     Early in December 2015, the Plain Dealer’s website, Cleve-

land.com, regrettably had to disable the “comments” section  in 

response to any article related to the shooting of Tamir Rice, 

because the commentary by readers became too inflammatory 

and vitriolic to be published there.  The MOSAIX CLE network 

seeks to  model a different way, a different kingdom, where we 

can walk, work and worship together in the midst of all our 

diversity.  That starts with safe places to have honest conversa-

tions.   

What is MOSAIX CLE? 
 

 People who ask, “If the kingdom of heaven is not segregat-

ed, why on earth is the local church?”   

 A network of men and women of varying ethnic and eco-

nomic backgrounds: 

     *  Rooted in God’s Word,  seeking to model  the New 

                Testament Church 

             * And to provide a credible witness of God’s love for  

                all people in a diverse society 

             * Resulting in spreading the Gospel, growing the local  

                 church and expanding the Kingdom of God 

              * And reconciling local churches to the principles and 

                 practices of New Testament multi-ethnic churches, 

                 such as existed at Antioch, Ephesus and Rome 

When,  Where and for What will MOSAIX CLE gather? 

 Mosaix CLE meets on the second Saturday of each month 

for the next eight months, from 12:00 – 1:30 P.M. to walk to-

gether through eight chapters of the Multi-ethnic Christian Life 

Primer by Mark Deymaz and Oneya Fennell Okuwobi. 
 

 Next meeting is  February 13, 2016 at Garfield Memorial 

UMC,  on Lander Circle in Pepper Pike 
 

 Presently 12 from Church of the Saviour are participating 

and the invitation is open. Please contact the church office if 

you would like to participate on February 13, (216) 321-8880.   
 

    -Judy 

mailto:tinadyost@gmail.com


COTS Youth   
Thursday, February 4 

Sr Youth:  Dinner & Sprockets, 6:30-

8 p.m. 
 

Friday, February 5 

Jr Youth:  Tubing at Boston Mills, 7-

10:30 p.m. 

Sr. Youth: Toboggan Chutes, 7-11 

p.m. 
 

Sunday, February 7 

Jr. & Sr. Youth: SouperBowl of Car-

ing & SuperBowl Party at 6 p.m. 
 

February 13-15 

Sr. Youth:  Boys’ Chrysalis Flight 
 

Thursday, February 18 

Sr Youth:  Dinner & Sprockets, 6:30-

8 p.m. 
 

Friday, February 19 

Jr Youth: Progressive Dinner, 7-9:30 

p.m. 

Sr Youth:  Fast Food Progressive 

Dinner, 7-11 p.m. 
 

February 26 

Jr. & Sr. Youth:  Youth Sunday Re-

hearsal & Ice Cream Sundaes, 7-9 

p.m. 

COTS Kids Club   
Friday, February 12 

Swimming at the YMCA, 6-9 p.m. 

Planning Music for Worship 
 

     I was recently asked how I decided which choir sang at which service. In that in-

stance, I explained that the youth and children’s choirs always sing at the LifeSong 

Service because that is the service which many of them attend. In addition they usually 

sing at the 11:00 Sanctuary Service because they minister in an important way to the 

worshippers at that service. I have them lead in worship at that service because I want 

them to have the experience of hearing the pipe organ, wearing a choir robe and pro-

cessing down the aisle. I am training choir members for the future wherever they may 

live. The youth bell choirs rotate between the LifeSong and Sanctuary services. 

     Beyond the master jigsaw puzzle of which choir sings or rings at which service 

which Sunday, is the choosing of the right music for each choir. I strive to select mu-

sic that supports the Scriptures and theme for the worship service. I also consider care-

fully the abilities of my singers. Particularly with Agape Choir (gr. 8-12) male voices 

can make rapid changes. From December to January a young man can change from 

alto to tenor. From one rehearsal to the next a young man can go from “A couple of 

those tenor notes seem kind of high” to “yup, I think we need to move you to bass”. 

You need to stay flexible and choose new music to meet the needs of your singers. 

     I also think of the music for each choir as a curriculum so that especially the chil-

dren’s choirs are not doing all the same sort of happy, happy “Sing Joy to the Lord” 

songs without any chance to express different emotions. The music and words need to 

be spiritually appropriate for each choir and discussed as part of the faith-building of 

the group. Much time and prayer goes into choosing the repertoire for each of our 

choirs.    -Judith Higbee 

Welcome our New Church Resident 
 

     COTS is pleased to announce that we have identified our new 

church resident, Robert Barnes. Robert grew up at Church of the 

Saviour, though he spent a major portion of his life away in the 

military, coming back here a few years ago. You may recognize 

Robert from having seen him in worship or as our substitute mail 

carrier one day a week on average. And you may know Robert's 

mother, Marian Barnes, who is very active in our church family. 

     Robert officially started this week and will move into the resi-

dent suite soon. We will eventually set him up with a church 

email address, but for now, you can contact him at 

reb196339@gmail.com. 

     Be sure to welcome Robert warmly to our church staff when 

you have a chance. He's a great guy, and a terrific addition to our 

team! 

Wear Red for Go Red Sunday on 

February 28 
 

     February is American Heart Month. 

The Health Ministry Team, in conjunc-

tion with the American Heart Associa-

tion Multicultural Initiatives, is spon-

soring a ‘GO RED SUNDAY’ on Feb-

ruary 28th. We encourage everyone 

attending church that day to wear red in 

support of American Heart month. We 

will have blood pressure screenings 

after each service. 

     Check out the Health Ministry Of-

fice Bulletin board for information 

about Heart Health anytime during the 

month. You can always weigh yourself 

on the scale in the office. There is in-

formation in the magazine rack on a 

number of different topics which you 

are free to look at any time you are at 

church. 

Celebrate Black History Month with 

the Heritage Chorale  

Sunday, February 21, 3 p.m. 

     Reception following.  Free-will of-

fering to benefit the Chorale 
     Founded in 2002, the Heritage Chorale 

has followed a mission of bringing sacred 

music especially the “Negro Spiritual” and 

Gospel music, to audiences locally and inter-

nationally. Now in its 14th season, the 40-

member ensemble represents seven denomi-

nations, and members bring diverse backgrounds, professions, and experiences as they 

come together to share their passion and love of music. 

     Artistic Director, the Reverend William A. Brewer is the pastor of Mt. Pleasant 

United Methodist Church in Cleveland. He brings an outstanding combination of talent 

and experience to the Chorale. He has studied classical piano, voice and conducting, 

earning degrees in Musicology, Liturgical Arts and Divinity. 

mailto:reb196339@gmail.com


 

Ministry Team 
 

Judy Wismar Claycomb, Lead Pastor 

Andy Call, Pastor 

Dianne Tobey Covault, Pastor 

Lois Annich, Pastoral Counselor 

Judith Higbee, Director of Music 

Jonathan Short, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Robert Day, Organist 

Curt Campbell, Director of Youth Ministries 

Renee Leonard, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Brian Smart, Director of New Ministries  

Cris Hicks, Administrative Assistant 

Deborah Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

Meghan Schoening, Newsletter Editor  

Leslie Myers, Wedding Coordinator 

Loretta Dahlstrom, Business Administrator 

Dr. Charles D. Yoost, Pastor Emeritus 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY’S 

BULLETIN BOARD  

Mailed on Tuesday, February 2. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

UPCOMING DEADLINES 

Monday, February 15 
Mid-Month digital reminder page 

 

Monday, February 22 
March 2 Chimes newsletter  

 

Send all information to 

chimes@chsaviour.org  

NOTES OF GRATITUDE 

 

     Thank you for your donation of items 

from our Christmas Wish List; you made 

a difference in the lives of seniors, fami-

lies and children.  Your thoughtfulness 

and generosity helped to give them a very 

Merry Christmas.   

     -West Side Community House 
     Dear friends, Thank you so much for 

your many thoughts, prayers, cards, 

phone calls, flowers and meals while I 

was out sick. Your love and support 

meant so much to me. I appreciate all of 

the volunteers and staff who picked up 

the slack to keep the Advent and Christ-

mas music ministry flowing.   -Judith  

 Attention COTS Men 
 

     COTS men are invited to Room 225 

on Friday, February 19 at 11:00 AM to 

launch a weekly one hour informal study 

of the Lectionary Scriptures and time of 

prayer.  For further information contact 

Gordon Beggs at 216-371-5506 or Bill 

Benish at 216-752-5329.  

Columbarium at COTS 

Eternal Rest at Church of the  

Saviour 
 

     Have you planned for the final resting 

place for yourself or your loved ones? Are 

you aware that Church of the Saviour has 

a columbarium where cremated remains 

can be permanently inurned? Many people 

choose to be inurned in a columbarium 

because of a strong desire to be laid to rest 

on the grounds of the church that they 

have loved and served. Proximity makes it 

convenient for visits by loved ones and for 

periods of meditation and reflection. 

     The cost of internment in a columbari-

um is usually considerably less than the 

cost of burial at a cemetery. Inurnment 

also reduces environmental impact while 

providing a well-maintained, sacred rest-

ing place. To learn more, please contact 

the church office or visit the church web-

site. 

Theology in Film 
 

     We are starting off the new year 

with a fabulous film !  Marlon Brando 

said his favorite role was Zapata in 

this movie of the same name. It also 

stars Jean Peters and Anthony Quinn 

(who won an Oscar for his perfor-

mance). John Steinbeck wrote the 

powerful story which was masterfully 

directed by Elia Kazan. Come and 

enjoy their collaboration on February 

5th at SEVEN in the parlor.    -Dick 

Meadows  

tel:216-371-5506
tel:216-752-5329

